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Loving
Jesus,
Loving
People
means:
The Eagle
River Church
of the
Nazarene, as a
member of the
international
Christian
community,
desires to be a
holy people,
anchored in
God’s Word
for the purpose
of worship,
praise and the
glorification of
our Lord and
Savior. We
desire to reach
the lost for
Jesus Christ,
establish and
nurture new
relationships,
and assist in
the discipling
of all
Christians.

~From The Pastor’s Desk~

| think the hardest emotion to
convey is gratitude. It is per-
haps the easiest emotion to
pick up on, but the hardest to
convey. | am going to blame
this on the inadequacy of the
English language. That is to
say, | think our standard
words for gratitude “thank
you” are dreadfully ineffi-
cient. If I were given a soda
on a hot day, | would say to
the giver,
“thank you.”
An appropriate
response to be
sure, but these
are the same
words | would
use to convey
gratitude to
one who saved
my life...the
two situations
seem to de-
mand different
responses, yet
our language does not have
them.

You may be wonder-
ing where | am going with
this. Well, I have been strug-

gling over the past couple of
weeks how to best convey
the gratitude that Jennifer
and | feel for the support and
prayers of our church family.
Suffice it to say ‘thank you’
does not seem to do the trick
in my mind. We are grateful,
we appreciate the thoughts
and prayers and yet we (or
maybe just I) cannot seem to
convey just how grateful we

are. Even in our time of loss,
I do not think we have ever
felt more loved than we have
over these past couple of
weeks. So, though it seems

dreadfully inadequate, we
thank you from the bottom
of our hearts.

As many of you
read in the email | sent out
immediately after the mis-
carriage, we felt the pres-
ence of God with us every
minute we were in the hos-
pital. Through this time, |
have come to realize how
important the abiding pres-

ence of God is in our
lives. Itis certainly easy
to overlook God’s pres-
ence and provision when
things are good. Often we
give lip service to the fact
. that we know, intellectu-
ally at least, that God is
always present. However,
when things are
bad...when we are in the
depths of despair, what
keeps us going is that
presence of God.

I have noticed, that
it is not the feeling that
everything is going to be
‘ok’ that keeps me going.
Often times, this is not the
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NY| News

Kim Collins NYI President

Nazarene Youth International

wstuumuwoo j\/ Transportation/Van Committee

October Outreach Lock-In - Marshall and Stacy Pickens still

Everyone was asked to e-mail Kim
(:U::ﬁ@ their input regarding church trans-

portation. Anyone interested can

be on the committee, or be kept in
the loop via e-mail. This committee will meet on
Saturday, September 15th at 9:00 a.m. and we will
talk about our options. We will gather facts and
meet for a final assessment on Saturday, September
22nd at 9:00 a.m. The committee's recommenda-
tions will go to the board for their approval.

need parent volunteers. The date is October 26-27, the same week-
end as the Ladies Retreat. If you are available, let Kim know
ASAP. The amount of kids we have come to this outreach will de-

pend directly upon your willingness to chaperone “
during the event. Please help us make the best ﬁ]ﬁ *61
use of this time by volunteering to just be there. 1} i E(‘);

Rehab Project - Pastor Yost and
Stephen Carnes put down the underlay-
ment and took care of some other de-
tails. Dale will help with the beam and
header; Nancy Wold with paint; Kim will do elec-
trical work. Steve from New Hope will be out this
week to work on sheetrock and tape and texture.

Quizzing - We still need a quiz coordinator. We
have several volunteers to help, but need someone
to head it all up. Donna and Keith Malone volun-
teered to take the kids to the Quiz Retreat at Camp
Maranatha on September 7-8.

WE NEED SUMMER CAMP SPONSORS! | am
giving you the information now so you can plan your
summer accordingly. Your kid will be at camp, and you
should consider going with him or her. Our teens al-
ways come back blessed, and so do the sponsors. Jr.
High camp is July 14-19, and Sr. High camp is July 21-
26. You won't want to miss the blessing God will give
you!

NY1 Youth Event Calendar

Wednesdays @ 7:00 PM
Youth Group in the Church Annex!
NYI Activity Nights @

E. R. Elementary 7-9 PM
September 7 and 21

I October 5 and 19

November 2, 16, and 30
December 14

September 7
¢ Teen Quiz Retreat @ Maranatha
¢ NYI Activity Night and Councel Mtg

September 26
See You at the Pole 7AM @ your school

Regular NYI Activities

Sunday School - Currently Kim and Kris Kinney will teach. If
you are interested, let Kim know, and you can sub in. We will be
doing a Bible study on the portion of scripture from quizzing.
After that, we're open to suggestions.

Wednesday Night Teen Group - Dale is teaching from the Dia-
logue Series "What Jesus Said About..." We still need a female
co-teacher for Wednesday nights.

Afterglows - Several signed up to host Afterglows. Final sched-
ule will be determined when we have more details taken care of
with quizzing.

NYI Activity Night - Every other Friday night at the Eagle River
Elementary gym, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Dolly Hansen has offered to
be a chaperone. Parents are welcome at NYI Activity Nights, so
please let Kim know if you can be another chaperone.

Quizzing - The exact dates and details of our quiz program re-
main open, as we do not have a person to head this up yet, so
most of this is TBA.

Other NYI Activities

September - See You At The Pole, Wednesday September
26th, 7:00 a.m. at your child's school. Pray with your teen at the
flag pole at their school. Arrange with work to be a half hour late,
and you can do this with your child. Don't pass up on this great
opportunity to be a witness and a blessing.

November - Thanksgiving Blessing, Wednesday November 18th
and Monday November 19th. Julie Wohrle will coordinate our
service participation with New Hope.

December - Cookie Bake to benefit New Hope. Parker Collins
will coordinate; Chris Scott said they will have 200 families as a
preliminary number to bless with cookies. Shall we start baking
now? ;) hahaha...

January 2008 - Winter Retreat, January 25-27 at Victory Bible
Camp. Dale and Greg will chaperone for men, Kim and Julie?
will chaperone for women.

February - Valentine's Banquet Fundraiser, February 9th. Chris
and Kim will cook. Morgen and Amelia will head the decorating
crew. Parker will head the site preparation crew. Dale, Parker,
and the Wohrle's are in charge of the clean-up crew.

March - District Main Event, March 14-16, Fairbanks, AK. Greg
and Julie Wohrle will sponsor.

April - Regional Main Event, April 18-20 at NNU in Nampa,
Idaho. Julie may sponsor.

May - End of School Year Party - Nancy may sponsor.

July - Jr. High Camp July 14-19 and Sr. High Camp July 21-26 -
NEED SPONSORS. SIGN UP NOW TO TAKE VACATION
FROM WORK AND SPONSOR AT CAMP!!I
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SDMI News

Nancy Kinney SDMI Superintendent

Sunday School Discipleship
Ministries International

Sunday School and
Discipleship Ministries
International (SDMI) News

Making the Connection With Oth-

ers is the 2007 Fall Sunday School
Emphasis. We will “kick off” the
Sunday School emphasis in the
morning service on September 16
and it will conclude October 28.
There will be special highlights for
the particular “connection” each

week. Here is the schedule of empha-

sis for each Sunday:

September 23—Make the Connec-

tion with Others

September 30 — Encouraging Con-
nections with Our Families

October 7 — Solidifying
Connections with the Church

October 14 — Building
Connections with Our
Classmates and Coworkers

October 21 — Expanding Our Con-
nections to the Community

October 28 — Celebrating
Connections with Our Friends

SDMI Survey

Thank you to those who completed

the SDMI Survey. It is not too late to
share your thoughts. The surveys and

collection box are
on the banister in
the foyer.

>\
\>=

September 16™ will be a busy
morning in the children’s Sunday
School as they are promoted. Dur-
ing the morning service, part of the
Fall Emphasis “kick off” will in-
clude information regarding three
adult Sunday School classes that
will be offered. Each teacher of the
adult classes will give a synopsis
of their class. The topic choices
will include Adult Faith Connec-
tions, History of the Church of the
Nazarene, and Marriage Enrich-
ment.

The Adult Faith Connections class
is one that continues throughout
the year with different themes each
quarter. The History of the Church
of the Nazarene and the Marriage
Enrichment classes are scheduled
to be 6-week classes. When these
6-week classes are complete we
hope to have other short-term stud-
ies available as choices for Sunday
School classes.

We are finding that we need to
reconfigure the children’s Sunday
School classes as well as the
church hour for the children. Jenn
will be providing more informa-
tion via emails, letters and an-
nouncements regarding this re-
structuring. In order to make
space available for more adult
classes and less children’s classes,
the classrooms in the fellowship
hall will be readjusted to meet our
needs. Please be looking for
emails and notices regarding help
needed in painting and redecorat-
ing some of these rooms.

Home Groups
Each of the home groups is gear-
ing up for the fall. This is a great
time for you to join in! The fall
brings new studies and new folks
to the home groups, so come be
part of one! Here’s the contacts:

SPAN Group — contact Pastor
Mike at 351 -7101

"How to Live the Holy Life".
Kinney Home Group — contact
Kris Kinney at 694-0833 —This
group will reconvene on Septem-
ber 5th at 6:30 with a
"regathering for the fall" potluck
located at the Kinneys’ home.
Wohrle Home Group — contact
Greg Wohrle at 696-5770 -
meets Wednesday evenings at 7
PM.

Visitation/Follow Up

Committee has a new name. It
is now known as the Care Team.
The group continues to meet
Monday evenings at 6 PM in the
annex upstairs. This group iden-
tifies the visitors and those ab-
sent from regular attendance.
There is prayer for the folks who
will receive cards or phone calls
as well as prayer for those send-
ing or calling. Then the card
writing and phone calling be-
gins. Please join us!

We would like to have folks
who would deliver warm bread
or cookies to our visitors to wel-
come them into our church fam-
ily. Please let Pastor Mike or
Nancy Kinney know if you
would be interested in either

baking or delivering. E ;
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Children’s Corner

Jennifer Yost Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Sunday School Discipleship
Ministries International

Quizzing — 2007-08 Are you wanting to be adult supervision at an upcoming | Are you looking for a
Book of Genesis children's event? See Jenn for upcoming activities. new way to get involved
in our church? How
Date Dig Site/Page Numbers  Scripture Portion Memory Verse* Helper about Sunday School?
We are looking for assis-
Sept. 5 Dig Site 1 — pages 2-5 Gen. 1:1-31; 2:2,3, 7 Gen. 1:1 Berndt tants to be adult supervi-
Sept. 12 Dig Site 2 — pages 6-9 Gen. 2:15-25; 3:1-24 Gen. 1:27 Carroll sion in our Sunday school
Sept. 19  Dig Site 3 - pages 10-13  Gen. 4:1-16, 25-26 Gen. 4:7b Wohrle classes. We are also
ct. ig Site 5 — pages 18- en. 7:17-8: en. 8: alone ; ;
Oct. 10 Dig Site 6 — pages 22-25  Gen. 9:1-20, 28, 29 Gen. 9:13 van Weel {ggﬁﬁ%??;lrsaexie;g other
Oct. 17 Dig Site 7 — pages 26-29  Gen. 12:19; 13:5-18 , _ Heb. 11:8 Carnes h it t
Oct.24  DigSite-pages 30-33  Gen. 15:1-21 sen Q -Gen. 15:1b Carroll month commitment.
Oct.31  REVIEW Dig Sites 5-7 IR Kinney Please see :
Nov. 7 REVIEW Dig Sites 1-4 '6{' i Berndt Jenn for Promotion
N j details. Sunday will be
NOV. 10 QUIZ MEET over Dig Sites 1-7 ‘i‘:f (location TBA) on Sunday,
Children’s Look out for all the new people area for those 2 and a half to 5 graders will be meeting in Sept 16. Be
changes happening in your years old but not yet in Kindergarten. the current K-1% graders on the lookout
Harvest Children’s Department! There will be no more Little Lambs. room. There will be two for more
Party First the big move. We are Once done with Sunday school and snack, adult teachers in each details.
October 19 relocating the nursery from the little people will be staying right room. This leaves two
) ) downstairs to the current  where they are and there will be Bible classrooms downstairs for
6:30-8:30 pm adult Sunday school class- stories, toys and activities for them ready  our new adult classes.

room. This will be a huge

help for parents bringing their little ones.
This room is closer to the sanctuary and
parents won’t have to travel down the
stairs with all their gear. We will be split-
ting the room in half, one side for infants
and the other side will be our new little

Ladies News

to go. There will be one adult on the in-
fant side and one adult on the little people
side and a teen to go back and forth!

We are combining Sunday school age
groups so now K-2 will be meeting in the
current toddler / preschool room and 3-6

Stacey Johnson Ladies Ministries Coordinator

Sunday School Discipleship
Ministries International

We are hoping to have everything in
place by September 23", If you have a
free morning or afternoon to help paint as
we freshen up the fellowship hall and all
the classrooms, | would greatly welcome
your help!

Fall Women s Minis¢ry Fvents:

details.

Monday, September 10th - Super Suppers Outing
Come see what yummy meals this new business is offering to Eagle River families!
You may purchase as much or little as you want (meals $6+). These are
wholesome dinners that you assemble with the fixins' your family prefers, and they
are ready when you don't have time to prepare in the days to come. If you're not
interested in meals, we're interested in your company just the same!

October 26-27 - District Ladies Retreat
Start praying about attending this year's retreat. Registration includes 3 meals and lodging at the
Millennium Hotel and lots of seminars. This year, infants are welcome and childcare is provided during the
Speaker’s sessions. Package price depends on number of ladies sharing a room. Stay tuned for more
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NMIT News

Nazarene Missions

International

The Alabaster Offering provides
funds for property and buildings
around the world. It gives a sense
of permanence, the attitude that the
Church of the Nazarene intends to
"put down roots." Eighty percent
of the money is used in world mis-
sion areas, and twenty percent
goes to multicultural congregations
in the United States and Canada.
Alabaster funds help provide land
for most Work & Witness projects.
The entire offering goes toward the
construction of churches, schools,
medical facilities, and homes for
missionaries and national workers.

How Are Alabaster Offerings
Received?

The Alabaster Offering gets to the
mission field via several avenues.
The most widely used is the Ala-
baster Box. Individuals are chal-
lenged to regularly contribute the
cost of items they desire but do not
need. The boxes also serve as re-
minders to pray for those people
who will benefit from Alabaster
buildings.

In September and February, the
money is collected. Sometimes a
"march offering" is received with
individuals carrying their boxes to
the front of the church and pouring
the money into a large offering
container. The way an offering is
received is as varied as the world
areas in which the Church of the
Nazarene has a presence; however,
it is always accompanied with a
spirit of rejoicing.

Many churches receive regular of-
ferings throughout the year that are
designated as Alabaster funds.
(This is often a part of the Faith

Promise plan for missions giving.)
However, the semi-annual offer-
ings should still be received, al-
lowing opportunity for giving by
those not participating in other
ways.

Alabaster should be well-
publicized. All ages are encour-
aged to participate with leaders
educating local churches as to the
need for centers of holiness evan-
gelism around the world.

The History of Alabaster
Following World War 11, the criti-
cal need for buildings and land in
the world mission areas of the
Church of the Nazarene was pre-
sented to the General NMI Coun-
cil. The Council asked Rev. Eliza-
beth Roby Vennum, a member of
the group, to submit a plan that
would generate giving for this
need.

Rev. Vennum knew if God wanted

those buildings, He would provide
the plan. On the return trip from

Kansas City, God gave her His
plan of giving "love" gifts. It was
modeled after the sacrifice of the
woman who anointed Jesus' head
with expensive perfume poured
from an alabaster jar (Matthew
26:6-13).

The General NMI Council unani-
mously adopted the plan, and the
first offering was received in 1949.
Now, more than 50 years later,
more than 7,300 projects have
been purchased or built with more
than $79 million.

Alabaster Statistics

Type of Project

Churches and Chapels

Bible Schools and School Bldgs.
Mission and District Centers
Hospitals and Clinics
Missionary Homes

National Workers' Homes

Land

Miscellaneous

Total Projects
Amount of Offering

Alabaster Sunday will
be on September 30th.
Total 1949-06 2006 Only
3,446 132

360 9

385 37

36 0

346 10

1,006 16

1,372 31

627 1

7,578 236
$83,043,735 $3,138,123
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NMIT News

Nazarene Missions

International

LINKS Missionary
Christmas boxes:

It is time again to start gathering
gifts for our LINKS missionaries. We
also have included Sam and Noelle
Fleischmann in this category. Our
boxes need to be completed by Sept.
23rd. Please bring your unwrapped
gifts to the church on or before that
date, so that we can get them into the
mail in a timely fashion. If you would
like us to do the shopping for you or
would like to contribute towards a lar-
ger item, please write your check to
the church and place in the offering,
earmarked LINKS or LINKS postage.
We also need extra money to
put towards the very expensive ship-
ping charges. So any help in these
areas would be extremely appreci-
ated. Below are the lists for each fam-
ily. These will also be at the back of
the church where you can sign up for
individual items. God bless you richly
for your love and giving...

The Hanes Family...

Food items:
brownie mixes
cheesecake mixes
chocolate chips
Almond Joys
peppermint patties
Trident sugarless gum
Wyler's light lemonade sugar free
packets
light microwave popcorn
coffee

Other gifts:

Polly Pockets

Lego's

basketball shirt/shorts XL-16
boys/small men

girls clothes-childs size 6

coloring books, etc.

Casting Crown-newest CD

Chris Tomlin-CD

Ravi Zacharias-The Grand
Weaver

Max Lucado-books

scented candles

Veggie Tales DVD's

Seasonal items

Clorox bleach pens

Stain stick

shack size zip lock bags

The Hanes have also sug-
gested that anything Alaskan
would be great. The kids saw a
cup at the Eagle River Nature
Center that they loved. It was a
cup with a hook/clip handle, so if
anyone makes a trip up there,
that would be a great gift to add
to our boxes.

Sam and Noelle...
Web cam
fajita seasoning packet
gum
Ibuprofen
animal hand puppets

Thank you for your gifts and
prayers for these special people
in the Lord's work.

Any questions about our Christ-
mas boxes??? Contact Bev at
696-8395 or email at
bevw1130@hotmail.com

Missionary Service
Bob and Norma Brunson
Saturday, September 15

Bob and Norma Brunson are
global missionaries with the
Church of the Nazarene and have
served for 28 years. They were
with us for our Faith Promise
weekend.

Bob and Norma have served in
Latin America for 23 years in the
countries of Peru and Costa Rica.
Their ministry has involved
church planting and theological
education. They have also
pastored the First Spanish Church
in Kansas City, Kansas, and

.| taught at MidAmerica Nazarene
‘| University. Bob taught in the Re-

ligion Department, and Norma
served as a Spanish professor and
the chair of the Department of
Modern Languages.

In 2000, they accepted an assign-
ment to the Middle East where
they were evolved in theological
education and leadership training.
After serving in the Middle East
for five years, they returned to the
U.S. December 2, 2005. They are
scheduling deputation services

School Pal-Paks!
Thank you to everyone who
helped out with the school Pal-
Paks. Our church shipped off 20
Kits, to help 40 children have
supplies for school. The Kits are
going to be shipped to help
children in other countries
who are going to Nazarene X
Missionary schools.

throughout the US and Canada
during this time of transition.

The Brunson's have two married
daughters, Robin and Sheri.
Sheri’s family is in the Kansas
City area. Robin and her husband
Carlos Radi, serve as missionaries
with the Church of the Nazarene
in Argentina. Bob and Norma

have six grandchildren.
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Church News

Happy Birthday/Anniversary to...

September October

1 Joe Anne Vanover 1 Mikayla Jo Lanham

2 Audrey Hill 4 Trisha Lanham

3 Tom Walker 10 Dolly Hansen

4 Marlin Sander 13 Piet & Sheila van Weel
5 Megan Carnes 14 Bill Flanders

9 Tim Scott 18 Keith & Susanne Carnes
1

Sarah Bearden
Craig Lightle

0 Marvin Kroener

Dan & Kriss Wagner 19

11 Marshall Pickens 22 Connie Flanders
15 Melia Case 23 Cheryl Vargo

16 John & Kim Kuklis 24 Kim Collins

17 Doug Sheaffer Edna Cross

18 Hilda Kroener 25 Patty Frazier

19 Brianna Wold 27 Sarah Hanson

20 Valerie Sheaffer 31 Tim & Chris Scott
21 Dale & Bev Whitman April Stafford

Cheryl Kroener
Michael Allen
Lindsay Ralph
Paulette Lanham
Stephanie Lightle

E-mail Change for Pastor
Mike and Shawna.

Pastor’s New Email:
pastormike@mtaonline.net

Shawna’s New Email:
ernazs@mtaonline.net

New Directory Address:
Mark and Jill Kaufman
14 W Pine Ct

Long View, WA 98632

Church Maintenance

< Pastor Mike and Jenn will be

gone to the Pastor and Spouses’

= Retreat September 25th-28th.

General Office Hours for
Administrative Assistant * Shawna King

- | will be in the office Monday through Friday from
9:30 AM—12:30 PM

If you need to contact me my email at the church is
ernazs@mtaonline.net or you may call the church at
694-9423. Thank you, Shawna

In Progress:

¢ Stair well sheetrock,

paint, and carpet

¢ Fencing around play

area

¢ Sunday school class

room work in the office

¢ Crawl space cleaning

¢ Garage organizing

¢ Electrical work in platform and
sound booth

¢ Light Switches for Sanctuary

¢ Sheet Rock furnace and utilities
room

¢ Landscaping work

¢ Concrete slabs moved

" ¢ Grade work on road to white

house

- We need HELP with maintaining

the church yard...raking, fertilizing

« and mowing. If you can help out in
* this area please see Kris Kinney.
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Compassionate Ministries
New Hope News Center

Chris Scott New Hope on the Last Frontier Director 274-2745

October Food Drive Eagle Scout Project Christmas
Coming the month of October New Hope is the recipient of an Closet

New Hope will be having a food |Eagle Scout project by Chris- Each year NH
drive. Our cupboards are very tian Anderson who attends provides
empty since the previous March/ | Community Covenant Church Christmas

April drive. Minimal canned goods |in Eagle River. He will be put- gifts for our
are available to purchase from ting in a ramp down into the clients to give
Food Bank of Alaska. Please en- |Food Pantry so we can more  |to their children. Besides gifts
courage your congregations to easily off load our food. We are |for the children, we send

give during this time. We are very excited about this project |them home with a plate of
serving on average |and its completion. If you know |cookies. Would you encour-
140 families per of any other Eagle Scouts, age your congregation to start
week with the Food |young and old alike, who would | purchasing new toys for the
Pantry and 130 like to assist Christian please | Christmas Closet? Also if they
families with the let New Hope know. would like to join Eagle River
Mobile Food Women of Purpose and the

Pantry. Life Skills Facilitator training |ER NYI Teens in baking
Jerry Richardson and Joyce cookies it would be

Thanksgiving Blessing Project |Boatsman along with Gloria appreciated.
Thanksgiving is quickly approach- | Sinnett will be traveling to Den-
ing and with that comes the ver in October for LS Facilitator
Thanksgiving Blessing Project. In |training. Please pray for them.
the past, New Hope has part- :
nered with the churches of Mul-  |New Hire

doon and of Mt. View to assist Julia McDonald has stepped

with the TBP. This year we are ~ |down as bookkeeper for NH so
partnering with Faith Christian that she can better serve in her | New Hope News

Community and the churches of | Position through InterAct Minis- Kim Collins has stepped
Spenard to assist them. We are tries. Tiffany Heilman, UAA Ac- down as the Editor-in-Chief of
excited to partner with the great | counting student, will join the the New Hope News. She has
community of Spenard to assist in | Staff as the general bookkeeper been blessed with a growing
providing a Thanksgiving meal to |for New Hope. Tiffany comes transcription business and
those in that area. You will hear | highly recommended and we has also taken on the NY!
more about TBP in coming are excited to have her join the |Presidency at Eagle River.
weeks. We would like to encour- | Staff of New Hope. She will be missed. Terri

: Miller has said yes to be the
age all of our churches involved Editor-in-Chief volunteer posi-
in your neighborhood. (There are | yornings New Hope offers a

i ; vided a great service to NH
no TBP sites outside of the An- | chapel time from 9:30-10:00 with prayer ministry, new bro-

chorage Bowl area. If you | hich includes worship, a short chures, and many other publi-
would like to learn how sermon and prayer. If you cations. Thank you Terri for
please contact Chris at | yould like to come and bring a | serving New Hope!

New Hope 274- short 10 minute message to the

2745) clients of New Hope please let | May God bless you richly as
me know. you serve Him, Chris

M)







(Continued from page 1 - Pastor’s Desk)
truth. Often times, at least from a
physical or temporal perspective,
things aren’t ok. | cannot think of
one tragic death that 1 would call
‘ok.” Rather, what | noticed was
that the mere presence of God with
us made the difference. | imagined
God sitting at the side of the bed,
head buried in hands, weeping as
we were weeping. | imagined God
sitting beside the bed, holding our
precious child, and weeping over
her, just as we were.

God is pained when we are.
That may or may not come as a sur-
prise, but it is true. God does not
remain unmoved by pain or even
death. God is not stoic. After all, it
is that love of God and infinite in-
terest in creation, that caused God
to become flesh. Jesus wept with
Mary and Martha at the death of his
friend Lazarus. Christ wept over

the city of Jerusalem who had con-
stantly turned away from God and
even killed those sent to bring her
back.

| guess | say all of that, to
say that God’s presence has rarely
been as real to me as it was during
this terrible time. | knew God was
there. 1 saw God in the actions of
God’s people, the church, as you
cried with us. And to that | say,
first of all, thanks be to God for
God’s presence amidst the pain.
Secondly, I give thanks to God for
you, who showed the love of Christ
to us.

Church Staff

Michael Yost—Pastor
Shawna King—Admin. Assistant

Church Board

Terri Berndt—Steward

Frank Clemens—Board Secretary
Kim Collins—NYI President
Benjamin King—Trustee

Kris Kinney—Trustee

Nancy Kinney—SS Superintendent

Ministry Directors /Coordinators
Music / Worship Director
Donna Malone
Ladies Ministry Coordinator
Stacey Johnson
Children’s Ministry
Coordinator — Jenn Yost
Nursery Coordinator
Leslie Lowrie
2007-08 Children’s Quizzing
Director — Nancy Wold
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